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FWC Co-Presidents’ Report - Mary Lou Bak, marylb656@cs.com, Geri Krassowski,  gerik2@gmail.com 
 
March is upon us and preparations for the Tricky Tray are in the last phase before the event. So many thanks are 
due to Stephanie Carr, Lisa Andreini, and everyone working hard to make it a success! Your efforts to make 
baskets, solicit, manage ticket orders, and plan for all the evening’s details will result in a fun and productive 
evening in support of our scholarship fund. 
 
Noting our commitment to service projects for children, thanks also to Cheray Wright, Sharon Seiwert, Caroline 
Geck, and all who made the book collection a huge success, and to all who participated in Read Across America 
Day!  Many thanks to Bonnie Martin and everyone who have made pediatric hospital gowns for the clients of 
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation, the Federation Special State Project.  There will be information coming up about 
touring the Franklin Youth Center and volunteering there to assist children in our area to learn new skills and 
develop creative interests.  
 
At our General meeting on March 14, you can submit Maddalena’s Cheesecake orders to Phyllis Beals. This will 
be the last chance to order.  (Order form was sent with last month’s newsletter.)  The Cheesecake sale is in support 
of Shot@Life, a United Nations effort to distribute global childhood vaccines.  
 
Attached to this newsletter is a Survey form to poll all members for their input regarding ideas for future programs 
for meetings.  Please take some time to think about how we can provide programs that serve the wide range of 
interests across our membership and use the form to make suggestions.  See more information below under 
Programs. 
 
The Federation will be holding two events at Headquarters in March: Arts/Performing Day on March 23rd, and Civic 
Engagement Day on March 28th.  See the attached flyers for information on participating in a song, skit, or reading 
of a poem or prose on Arts/Performing Day, and learning from the speakers on CEO Day, about volunteer 
opportunities in our area. 
 
Achievement Day, Thursday, April 20th, you can enter projects in both the Arts and Culture or Environment 
divisions.  Please consider submitting a craft, artwork, baked goods, or the many ways we express green thumbs 
among all the plant categories. See the Arts & Culture and Environment sections further down in this newsletter, or 
you can ask Geri and Mary Lou for more information. 
 

FWC Calendar  
March 7th - Book Club, @7 PM, Somerset Diner 
March 14th - General Meeting,FHS Cafeteria, @6:30 PM--Food History/Taste of Ireland 
                    Cheesecake Orders due at General Meeting 
March 17th - Tricky Tray - @5:30 PM High School Cafeteria/St. Patrick's Day 
March 23rd - College District Performing Arts Day @10 AM, Federation Headquarters 
March 26th - Empty Bowls Fundraiser for Franklin Food Bank @1-4 PM, Doubletree Hotel, Somerset 
March 28th - College District Civic Engagement and Outreach Day @10:30 AM, Federation HDQ 
March 28th - Executive Board Meeting, Zoom, 6:30 - 8PM 



At the Federation Convention, May 1-3, we are happy to announce that our Club’s nominee for a Woman of 
Achievement award has been selected as a winner.  This Federation award recognizes New Jersey women whose 
professional activities and volunteer work have impacted their communities. Shanel Robinson, Commissioner 
Director of the Somerset County Board of Commissioners, and former Franklin Township Council Member, will 
receive her award during the Convention. We’re grateful to Phyllis Beals for submitting the recommendation and 
profile for Shanel, which you can read as part of this month’s newsletter email. 
 
The numbers for February Service are listed below. Thank you for donating your considerable talents and time in 
service to each other, our Club, and the greater community! 
 
Arts and Culture (Newsletter research, Achievement Day Preparation) 20 hours 
Special State Project (Emmanuel Cancer Foundation pediatric gowns) 40 hours 
Advocates for Children (Cheesecake sale for Shot@Life) 30 hours 
Newsletter (research and preparation) 12 hours 
Education (Book Club, GCI preparation, Book Collection) 60 hours  
Club History/History (new Club survey, Black History Month Seminars/Events/Newsletter research) 30 hours 
Health and Wellness (Spring events planning and American Heart Association support) 8 hours 
Fundraising (Tricky Tray planning, soliciting, contributions, and baskets) 75 hours 
Environment (Newsletter information research, continued shoes collection) 7 hours 
Communications (Updates to Website and Facebook page) 5 hours 
Domestic Violence (Pinwheel planning for Child Abuse Month-April, Safe and Sound Training/Conference) 15 hours 
Legislation (GFWC Advocacy Webinar, newsletter research) 9 hours 
Membership (Installation) 2 hours 
Hospitality (Meeting refreshments and planning) 4 hours 
Leadership (Meeting planning, Program research, NJSFWC Leadership Seminar, Nomination Committee) 20 hours 
 
Total Hours for this reporting cycle: 337 
Total Hours for 2023:    510 
 
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
See you at the March meeting and at Tricky Tray!  
Geri and Mary Lou 
 
 

 Women of Achievement Award Winner from Franklin Twp. 
The NJ Women of Achievement Award was initiated in 1921 and is co-sponsored by NJSFWC of GFWC and 
Douglass College (part of Rutgers U), which have been partners in encouraging women to achieve since 1918.  The 
Awards represent an opportunity for extraordinary accomplishments of New Jersey women and the impact these 
women have made on the lifestyle of our state.  Women are recognized in the following areas, including politics and 
in the public sphere of NJ, non-profit agencies, and in volunteer work, the corporate world, the scientific community, 
communications, schools, and in the home.    
 
Shanel Y Robinson was nominated for this recognition for her service in public service.  To learn more about her 
varied career from Air Force Veteran/leader to leading during the pandemic, and helping create the nation’s first 
plan incorporating open space, farmland and historic preservation, see the nomination letter written by Phyllis Beals 
(in attachment).  Robinson will be recognized at the NJSFWC Annual Convention in Atlantic City on Monday, May 
1, at the NJSFWC Women of Achievement Awards dinner. 
 
If you would like to be listed as a patron in the convention program in honor of Shanel Y Robinson, the deadline for 
patron subscriptions is March 20.  Donations to the patron subscriptions fund a scholarship for a non-traditional 
student to Douglass Residential College.  The patron form may be found at https://njsfwc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/2023-Women-of-Achievement-Patron-Form-REVISED-Deadline.pdf 
 
 
 
Programs – Amy Manifase, 1st VP, Programs, shantimanifest@gmail.com  
 

 Ireland - Tea, Food and Folklore - Our program for March is being presented by Judith Krall-Russo, Food 
Historian & Certified Tea Specialist. 



The Emerald Isle - Ireland, where black tea and hearty, filling foods are consumed at home or 
in pubs that dot the countryside and cities. People are friendly and known for their hospitality. 
Ireland is a country where myths and legends live along with leprechauns and fairies. Come 
learn about this enchanted land - Ireland.  
 
 

 Club Program Survey - Nancy Hargett Survey/Chair--Programs Sub-Committee 
 
Please see the survey form attached to the newsletter.  You can print it out and review it. Help us plan for future 
programs by sharing your ideas.  You can also pick up a copy of the Survey at the March meeting.  We will be 
collecting them at the April meeting.  A fillable file version of the survey will also be available shortly to submit 
electronically.  Your ideas and recommendations will provide valuable insight into how best to inform members and 
engage them in projects according to their interests.  Thank you for taking the time to complete the Survey. 
 
 

 Sharing Network 
 
As a follow-up to our February program from the NJ Sharing Network, their first 5K Celebration of Life, to help raise 
awareness about the importance of organ and tissue donation, will be held in Ocean Grove on Saturday, May 20.  
For more information, or to join the walk/run, go to 
http://events.njsharingnetwork.org/site/TR?fr_id=1200&amp;pg=entry&amp;_ga=2.238970496.1040701480.167509
2934-1633424984.1646415496.  If you’d like to sponsor a club member, see Pat Kaufhold who will be participating.    
 
 
 
Membership – Sarah Melvin, 2nd VP, sarahmelvin@gmail.com, 609-510-5994 (cell) 
 

 New Members - At the January meeting, we were delighted to welcome new member Erica Moye-Luperon 
to our fold. Erica, we hope you will spend many happy years as part of our club. The club also saw the return of 
Joyce Lee as a member. Welcome back, Joyce, we are happy to have you. Please add our new members' details 
(below) to your yearbook on the page provided for this. 
 
Erica Moye-Luperon 
60 Kingsberry Drive 
Somerset 08873 
Tel. 919-952-2487  
ermluperon60@gmail.com  
 
Joyce Lee 
36 Timberhill Drive 
Franklin Park 
candidlee@aol.com 
 
January also saw our long-term member Celia Hills formally installed. We hope you liked your pink carnations, 
Celia. 
 
 

 Membership Dues - Yes, it's that time of year again! We hope you are enjoying being a member of the 
Franklin Woman's Club and that you are planning to renew your membership for the 2023-2024 club year. The cost 
remains at $38 for the General Membership and $28 for Life Members with 25+ years of service. 
 
Although our next club fiscal year doesn't start until July 1, dues are paid in advance so our membership numbers 
can be reported to the New Jersey State Federation of Women's Clubs (NJSFWC), prior to May 1.  Twenty-five 
dollars ($25) of each members' due payment is sent to NJSFWC and the remainder goes into our General Fund. 
 
Please renew by April 11th.  We accept personal checks (made payable to Franklin Woman's Club) and you can 
bring it to our March or April meetings, or mail it to Sarah Melvin, PO Box 57, Kingston, NJ 08528 
 
Sarah will email/ text you to let you know that your check has been received. If a check is a problem for you, don't 
hesitate to contact Sarah and we will try and come to a solution. Please don't mail cash. 



If any member is facing financial hardship and would like to remain a member of the club, please contact Sarah and 
we can sort something out for next year. This will be treated in the strictest confidence.  Additionally, if any of your 
information (address, email, phone #) has changed in the past year, please let us know, as we will be working on 
the new yearbook over the summer. 
 

 Guests - If you have a guest interested in attending our March or April meeting, please let Sarah know. This 
is a great time to join the club for the 2022-2023 club year and get in on all the activities planned for the Summer 
and beyond. 
 

 Carpool - Franklin Woman's Club always encourages carpooling whenever possible to club meetings and 
events. Please feel free to arrange this amongst yourselves or if you need help, contact Sarah. For members who 
find it difficult to travel to evening meetings, rides are always available, just let Sarah know. 
 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank members of the Franklin Woman's Club for their friendship and support 
through this difficult time. So many of you reached out to me and your kind words have meant a lot. I would 
particularly like to thank Ellen Junas and Stephanie Carr for stepping up and assisting with practical support for club 
matters, though I know there were many more who helped too. Really, thank you all. 
 
 
Arts and Culture  
 
College District Achievement Day - Achievement Day is a fun opportunity to show off your creations!  This years’ 
College District Achievement Day will be held on April 20th, at the Somerville Elks in Bridgewater.  There are two 

areas of entry – Arts & Culture and Environment – with many categories in each.  Are you a knitter?  A 
seamstress?  A baker?  A painter?  A photographer?  There are categories for all of these and many 
more under Arts & Culture.  (See the Environment section in this newsletter for information pertaining to 
those entries for Achievement Day.)  Our website has been updated with all the documents for this years’ 

competition in the For Members section - https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/for-members but you can also find  
them on the NJSFWC website under Materials>Achievement Days. https://njsfwc.org/materials/ 
 
Registration is due March 30, so don’t delay!  Get working on those new projects or submit something you’ve made 
in the past year. 
 
 
 
Domestic Violence Prevention – Ellen Junas, Chair, ellen.junas.att@icloud.com 

 On March 3, 2023 Rutgers-Douglas hosted an International Women’s Day's celebration. I volunteered 
with another trainee to man a table to provide information for Safe and Sound of Somerset.  Safe and Sound 
provided blank journals to the students of Douglas to decorate.  These journals are to be used by the survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. We answered questions and handed out pamphlets about Safe and Sound 
to the students.  Also, there were other community organizations involved.  I went around to the different 
organizations to learn more about these organizations. 
 
On a lighter note: 
Unknown to us, the Douglas campus provided entertainment; they had a Fashion Show of countries from around 
the world: Nigeria, Pakistan, Iran, and China, just to name a few. There were Irish Step dancers and belly dancing. 
(Very good!)  Also, food was provided to the students and workers. It was an International Event! 
 

 Prevent Child Abuse month is in April.  Approval was given to plant the Pinwheels at the Library’s 
Gazebo.  Just need a date.  Work in progress.  Thanks to Phyllis Beal for all the assistance she has given me! 
 
 
 
 
Education & Libraries – Cheray Wright, Chair, cright_1993@comcast.net, 732-208-9576 (cell) 
 



 Book Donations  
FWC’s book drive and donations was a HUGE success this year. The Education and Library 
committee thanks those who supported and donated books that went to four Franklin Township 
Elementary Schools for the Read Across America project. A special thanks goes to a number of 
our FWC members:  Phyllis Beals who posted our request on social media platforms. Phyllis, 
along with Cheray Wright, Sharon Seiwert, and Erica Moye-Luperon collected, sorted, and distributed over 2,000 
books. Our largest book donation from the club with 315 new books, came from Caroline Geck who just recently 
joined our club. All the books were donated to the following schools: Pine Grove, Hillcrest, Elizabeth Avenue, 
MacAfee, and the local Head Start program SCAP (Somerset Community Action Program). Thanks to those who 
also volunteered their time to read to the students on Read Across America Day – Phyllis, Cheray, Nancy Gale, 
Caroline G., Sharon S., Karen Hagerman, and Joanne Murset, All the schools were very appreciative. Thanks again 
to ALL. 
 

 Girls Career Institute (GCI) 
Congratulations to our two GCI Delegates Nora Shitemi and Tennah Nallo. Both of these young ladies attend 
Franklin High School and are really excited to participate in this great program coming up in June. NJSFWC is still in 
need of GCI volunteers to assist with this year’s program activities and preparations for its upcoming 
75th anniversary. If interested, the application was attached to last month’s newsletter and is also posted on the 
NJSFWC website.  
 

 Scholarship 
Senior Scholarship Applications were sent out to nine schools in Somerset County in January to the following 
schools: Franklin High School, Thomas Edison, Central Jersey College Prep Charter School, Rutgers Preparatory 
School, Immaculata High School, Pingry, Union Catholic, Somerset County VoTec, and Timothy- Christian. This 
year the FWC will be awarding four scholarships to seniors that reside in Franklin Township, that will graduate high 
school In Spring of 2023, and are accepted to a 2- or 4-year college.  If you know any female students that attend 
any one of these schools, please urge them to apply before the March 24 deadline.  
https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/scholarships 
 
 

Environment – Nancy Gale, Chair, NancLG@aol.com, 848-702-9714 (cell) 
 
College District Achievement Day - Achievement Day is a fun opportunity to show off your green thumb or your 

artistry with dried or fresh flowers.  This years’ College District Achievement Day will be held on April 
20th, at the Somerville Elks in Bridgewater.  There are two areas of entry – Arts & Culture and 
Environment.  Environment has two divisions – Artistic Design and House Plants.  There are many 
categories in each, such as various Flower Arrangements, Pressed Flowers, and Potpourri, as well as 
home-grown Orchids, Cacti, African Violets, and many more.  (See the Arts & Culture section in this 

newsletter for information pertaining to those entries for Achievement Day.)  Our website has been updated with all 
the documents for this years’ competition in the For Members section - https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/for-
members 
 
Registration for Environment entries is due April 6, so don’t delay!   
 
 
 
Health and Wellness – Phyllis Beals, Chair, awpbeals@comcast.net, 732-331-3416 (cell) 

Franklin Woman’s Club was the first entity in Franklin Township to sign the Stigma-Free pledge in early 2022. The 
Township Council signed the pledge in September and a committee is forming.  What is the Stigma-Free 
movement, and why should you be part of it?  This is from the County’s Stigma-Free page: 
 
“Navigating through life has enough challenges.  It can be even more challenging when you are faced with a mental 
health disorder and/or substance use disorder; have a physical and/or intellectual disability; judged because of race, 
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender, and/or sexual orientation or need assistance because of current 
circumstances. The most unfortunate of these challenges is experiencing discrimination (negative assumptions, 
perceptions, or judgments), as individuals are treated and looked at differently.” 
 
Join the Franklin Township Stigma-Free Committee which will include members from our community, our club 
members, and Saffie Kallon, Franklin Twp Special Events Coordinator. 



 
Attend the 2nd Annual Stigma-Free Conference (last year’s was great) on Friday May 19 at RVCC.  If interested in 
either helping with the township committee or attending the conference, speak to me, Phyllis Beals. 
   
 
 
Hospitality Committee – Karen Bauer, Chair, karenteach228@aol.com, 908-265-3279 (cell) 
 
Hospitality Committee is looking for a few good treats. If you have not brought a snack to one of our 
meetings, consider bringing one to the March meeting. Send an email to Karen Bauer to let her know, so she 
can plan accordingly. 
 
 
Legislation and Political Involvement - Sue Carroll, Chair, scarroll@rutgers.edu, 732-690-0916 (cell) 
 
For six successive Thursday evenings in January and February, GFWC offered a webinar series, The Power of 
You: A GFWC Advocacy Training Series, offered by the 2022-2024 Legislation and Public Policy Committee.  
The webinar series was well presented and very useful.  Now that the series has concluded, the GFWC has 
promised to send links to the videos from the series to those of us who attended, and I will share them with you 
when I receive them.  
 
Meanwhile, I want to highlight some of the key points from the first webinar in the six-part series on “Elements of 
Advocating.” Juliet Casper, Chair of the Legislation and Public Policy Committee for GFWC, reported that the theme 
the committee adopted for the next couple of years is, “Together we advocate for those in need,” and the guiding 
quote is, “All advocacy is, at its core, an exercise in empathy,” from Samantha Power, former US Ambassador 
to the United Nations.  Juliet Casper explained that we GFWC members are motivated by a passion to help others 
and that every project we work on helps meet a need.  As she noted, “We’re great at volunteering!”  But legislative 
advocacy requires taking your passion for helping others to the next level.  Legislative advocacy is an extension of 
the work we already do on the issues we care about.  Juliet captured the distinction between service and advocacy 
well when she stated, “Volunteering meets an immediate need while advocacy addresses the cause for that 
need.”  Both are critically important—two sides of a coin, in a way—in dealing with the societal needs that are a 
priority for the FWC.   
 
 
 
Book Club – Maria Hudak, Chair, mhudak0414@yahoo.com   
 
For February we read “The Thursday Murder Club” by Richard Osman.  
 
In a peaceful retirement village where nothing much happens; four unlikely friends get together weekly to discuss 
unsolved cold cases. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron call themselves “The Thursday Murder Club”. The amateur 
sleuths find themselves in the middle of their first live case when a local developer is found dead with a mysterious 
photograph left next to the body. Can this unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer before it’s too late? 
 

 If anyone is interested in forming another Book Club, please contact Maria Hudak. She’ll explain how our 
evening book club is structured and help connect another group. A good size is 8 – 10 members but less than 8 
works well too. 
 
 
 
 
Community Service - Lisa Andreini, Chair, lisa-andreini@comcast.net (732-692-3309) 
  
Franklin Food Bank Needs Volunteers  
The Franklin Food Bank, located at 224 Churchill Ave, needs volunteers. 
There are several options for helping, in 2 hr increments, so contact them 
and see if there's a fit for you. Visit their website  
https://franklinfoodbank.org/ to complete an application or email 
tseeney@ftfb.us 
  



 Empty Bowls 
The FWC Executive Board has approved earmarking budgeted money for Franklin 
Food Bank to cover a sponsorship for the Empty Bowls event on March 26th at the 
Doubletree Hotel, which raises money and awareness in the fight to end hunger. 
The $500 will allow 4 complimentary tickets to the event. We will have a lottery of 
some sort to determine who from the club will attend.  Those who purchase tickets 
online will be entitled to a complimentary hand-crafted ceramic bowl, a tasting of 
bowl-worthy foods donated by local restaurants and businesses, and can shop an 
extensive selection of both functional and artistic pieces of pottery and fabric crafts 

and artwork. http://www.emptybowlsfranklin.org/  There will also be music and a cash bar. 
 
 
Tour de Franklin 
The Tour de Franklin Charity Bike Ride (and there's walking options) is a yearly fundraiser for the Franklin 
Food Bank. This year’s event is on Sunday, April 30, 2023. and registration is now open. There are 
events for people of all ages.  Learn more and register at www.classy.org/event/tour-de-franklin-
2023/e454030 
 
 
 
A Word From the NJSFWC President, Shirley A. Holly: 
 
Day of Service has just concluded. A huge thank you to Mary Lou Bak, State Day of Service Chairman for 
reaching out to the Community Foodbank of NJ to see what we could do for them. She organized and coordinated 
an amazing day with all 8 District Chairmen really stepping up to find venues and get the food bag lists out to the 
clubs in their District. [Editor’s note:  College District Chair--Stephanie Carr] This was truly a team effort which 
would not have been the success it was without these women coordinating the details for their individual district. 
Thank you to all club women who brought food donations and/or worked the event. All of the statistics are not in yet, 
but we do know that over 900 food bags and over 4,000 individual food items were donated to food banks across 
NJ. 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
Used Clothing Drive to benefit Franklin High School Project Graduation - Sat May 13th. Drop off at Franklin Middle 
School, SGS campus, 8 AM-1 PM 
 
 
 
Franklin Youth Center Update: 

Club member Toni Alston is getting involved with our Franklin Twp.  Youth Center on Lewis Street, Somerset.  She 
has spoken with the Director, Windy White, and there are a few ways our club may assist the youth center staff and 
youth.  The one-year anniversary of the opening of the youth center will be celebrated with a Grand Opening on 
Saturday, May 20, and members are encouraged to help with the event or to attend.  

On March 28 there will be a Community Engagement Night with a focus on what parents (and grandparents) need 
to know today about Marijuana and Alcohol.  With the legalization of recreational cannabis for adults it is even more 
important for guardians to understand the implications for youth with early substance use.   If you want to take a tour 
of the youth center or learn how you can help in this service area, please contact Toni Alston 
(tonialston1@gmail.com). 

 
 

Fundraising    
 

 Tricky Tray – Lisa Andreini, lisa-andreini@comcast.net (732-692-3309), Stephanie Carr, 
stephpto@comcast.net, (732-668-5430) Co-Chairs 



 
IMPORTANT TRICKY TRAY UPDATES:  
  
With Our Tricky Tray only two weeks away there is still much to prepare for and do.  
  
First, if you were planning on attending and have not purchased your ticket yet, please 
contact Karen Hagerman and get your payment over to her as soon as possible in 
order to guarantee yourself a seat.  We have sold approximately 220 tickets to date 
and the Max is 250. 
  
PS:  We will have a table of NJSFWC chairwomen from the State Federation attending the tricky tray this year! 
  
  
ALL HANDS ON DECK!! 
Volunteers for Friday 3/17 – While we have a lot of the volunteer positions filled for set up prior to 5:30 when the 
doors open, there are still positions open from 5:30 until the end, including cleanup. Listed below are some of the 
jobs that are still open.  If you are attending with friends and/or family I would ask that you volunteer some time 
during the tricky tray and have someone watch over your tickets for you. If you were not planning to purchase an 
admission ticket for a chance at prizes or the 50/50 or Money Tree, and are available to come and volunteer, please 
let me know as soon as possible. 
  
 
 

 assisting behind the refreshment table 
 selling sodas and waters 
 monitoring the prize tables while tickets are being put in by the attendees 
 monitoring the grand prize table 
 assisting at the podium with the runners 
 assisting at the podium with the tickets 
 handling of winning tickets from the runners onto the board 

  
Please contact me as soon as possible and let me know what times you're available to assist so I can sign you up 
for the appropriate time slot.  
 
  
REFRESHMENTS: 
In a previous e-mail that I had sent out I had mentioned signup genius for refreshments needed for the dessert 
table. At this time, we will not be doing signup genius and you will receive a separate e-mail with requests for 

refreshment sign up. Karen Bauer is handling the refreshments for the Tricky Tray. If you are planning 
on donating packaged or homemade desserts, please contact her as soon as possible so that she may 
include you on her list.  (Karenteach228@aol.com)  We are looking for items that can be handled 
individually such as muffins, cookies, cupcakes.  Also remember that there will be appx. 250 people 

attending the tricky tray plus outside volunteers and we want to make sure we have enough desserts for the 
table.  You can still donate if you wish even if you're not able to attend, you will just need to make arrangements with 
Karen to drop off your items. 
  
Once we have the time slots filled for the volunteers during the Tricky Tray and the remainder of the baskets that 
need to be delivered, I will be sending out a timeline next week and reviewing that timeline at our March meeting. 
  
  
BASKETS AND SOLICITATION: 
Thanks to the efforts of club members who shopped, solicited, and/or wrapped baskets, we will have about 300 
prizes this year, including an air fryer, soda stream maker, iPad, many Vera Bradley items and lots of gift 
certificates to restaurants, venues and stores., We'll also have 4 Grand Prizes : TV, Ring Floodlight Cam, and 4 
tickets each to the Philly Flyers and Phillies Baseball game (in a suite) courtesy of Margolis Edelstein Law Firm. 
 
New this year we will have a Money Tree ($100 cash attached as 'leaves'). Raffle tickets 
can be purchased separately for that on March 17th (cash only, as with everything that 
night). 
  



If anyone can transport baskets to FHS the afternoon of 3/17 and hasn't signed up or contacted me yet, please 
contact Stephanie.  If you are going before 4 PM to volunteer in some way, maybe you can swing by Stephanie’s 
house and pick up a carload of baskets.  
  
I realize this is a lot of information and for our newer members and there might be questions that I have not 
addressed. If you have any questions pertaining to anything for the Tricky Tray, please do not hesitate to contact me 
via e-mail lisa-andreini@comcast.net or phone/text 732-692-3309.  Thank you! 
 
 

 
 Cheesecake Fundraiser – Tracy Coney-Muse, tracygcm7@gmail.com 

Last chance to order Maddalena’s cheesecake will at our club meeting on March 14.  Please 
give your order form and payment to Phyllis Beals.  (Dorm was sent with February’s 
newsletter.)  Checks must be made out to FWC.  Orders will be delivered to Tracy on March 
31st, and can be picked up from her house (8 Hageman Rd) or she can do some deliveries if 
you’re nearby. 
 
 

 Shop Rite Gift Cards – Stephanie Carr  
The Club offers Shop Rite gift cards for personal use or gift-giving. Gift cards in several amounts ($100, $50, $25) 
are available for purchase. You can purchase them with cash or a check payable to “Franklin Woman's Club”.  The 
club earns 5% on your purchase, so if you shop there regularly, consider buying the gift cards to use for your regular 
shopping. They also make a great and practical gift for family and friends. Cards will be available at all club 
meetings and events, and you can also contact Stephanie anytime. 

 
 
Special State Project – Bonnie Martin, queenbonne@yahoo.com  732-476-8863 (cell) 
 

Sunshine – Kathy Deily     
 
If anyone needs Sunshine, e-mail Kathy Deily at kdeily142@yahoo.com to send a card 
 
 

  Notes from the Treasurer  
 
Carolyn Lance, Treasurer – kcmlance@verizon.net; (732) 491-1318 (text only);  
(732) 383-9126 (voice calls); Pat Kaufhold, Asst. Treasurer – daffodilpat@gmail.com 
 
Please remember to use the appropriate form(s) when: 

· Submitting monies to be deposited 
· Requesting reimbursement of club expenses 
· Requesting a check be cut or a bill paid  

(No blank checks will be issued, no exceptions) 
Forms are available at all meetings and can also be found online on the Franklin Woman’s Club website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/treasurer-s-page.  
A copy of the approved budget is also available on the Club’s website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/2018%20-%202019%20Budget.pdf 
 
 
 
    

       Members’ Corner   
 
 

Nominating Committee Update 
 
Any organization or club needs members to step up, be trained to help lead the club and sustain its existence.  
Training is always available.  Support is always available.  We have openings on the Executive Board that need to 



be filled.  Offices can be divided or done cooperatively, hence “co-president or co-recording secretary”.  The only 
office which, per our bylaws, cannot be done as a cooperative office, is treasurer.  However, there is an Assistant 
Treasurer position appointed by the president. 
 
Three members are on the club’s nominating committee, Susan Carroll, Sharon Coney, and Phyllis Beals, Chair.   
The nominations for the upcoming year are as follows but will be voted on at the April meeting: 
 
Mary Lou Bak has generously agreed to serve another year as Co-President with the understanding that someone 
will serve as co-president.  Due to Geri Krassowski’s move out of state around June, a replacement is needed for 
the co-president position. 
 
Amy Manifase     First Vice-President for Programs 
Sarah Melvin   Second Vice-President for Membership 
Carolyn Lance   Treasurer 
Patricia Kaufhold  Advisor 2023-2026 
 
Open positions: 
Co-president, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Advisor (one year)  
 
Interested in learning more?  The committee is ready to talk to you.   
Susan Carroll-732-627-5071 
Sharon Coney- 732-754-4763 
Phyllis Beals- 732-331-3416 
 
 

 
 

March Birthdays 
 

3/9 - Caroline Geck 
  3/15 - Carolyn Lance 

 
 
 
Review of a Presentation for Black History Month (Contributed by Ellen Junas) 
 
On Saturday morning February 4, at the Plainfield Library via Zoom, Keith Henley of the American Historical Theatre 
gave a presentation based on Matthew Henson’s Arctic exploration memoir: “A Negro Explorer at the North 
Pole.” This was a very informative and entertaining presentation. Matthew Henson was an African American 
explorer who accompanied explorer Admiral Robert Peary on seven voyages of the Arctic for nearly 23 years. 
Keith Henley was dressed in a similar outfit Matthew Henson would wear on his exploration to the North Pole, and 
acted as he was Matthew Henson. 
 
Keith Henley detailed the life of Matthew Henson:  being a child of sharecropper parents, meeting up with the 
explorer Admiral Robert Peary, being an assistant with the Inuits of Greenland. Matthew learned the life of the Inuits 
and was a skilled craftsman.  There was a controversy:  Was Matthew Henson the first man to reach the North 
Pole? Admiral Peary sent Henson ahead to make the claim when they reached the North Pole. Henson did plant the 
American flag on the North Pole.  Unfortunately, Peary received the honors and ignored Matthew Henson. 
There is so much more to this presentation and took a little over a hour. (I would end up writing a book.)  Keith 
Henley did excellent job portraying Matthew Henson, and the presentation at times was serious and funny.  At the 
end of the presentation there was a question-and-answer time, as if Matthew Henson was there in person. 
This was a worthwhile presentation as I learned NEW history.  I have gone to many presentations from the Plainfield 
Library, all of them very good. 
 
 
 



 
Orchids (Contributed by Phyllis Beals) 

Growing phaelenopsis orchids and getting them to rebloom is pretty easy. 
The NY Botanical Gardens Orchid show is on through 4/23.  A wow experience for 
sure! 
 
Closer to home Duke Farms Hillsborough has beautiful orchids in its 
conservatory.  Smaller number but some unusual ones.  While the tram is no longer 
operating if “other abled” need a ride, arrangements can be made for transport to the 
conservatory.  It’s a 1.5 mile walk (approximately) from visitor center to the 
conservatory. 

 
 
 
Reminder:  Coke Bottle Caps - Help to support our local schools by collecting bottle caps from Coke 
products and the part of Coke packaging containing codes for the Coca-Cola Give program to benefit our 
local schools.  Codes are printed on the inside of the caps and inside Coke product packaging. You can 
give the caps and package codes to Heidi Hanson. For information on how this program works 
visit: https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ 
 
 
 
 
Members’ Corner is a way to share information about what our club members and what they have been doing to 
keep busy, fun on-line programs you’ve attended or are aware of, and any other items that may be of interest to the 
FWC, such as awards, or family celebrations.  Please email the newsletter editor, Nancy Gale, NancLG@aol.com, 
with anything that you’d like to share.  We’ll include it in our next issue.  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like more information on what’s happening with other Women’s Clubs around the state, check out this link to 
the NJSFWC’s March Almanac - https://njsfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2023MarchALMANAC.pdf 

Contact Us 
 
        Mail - Franklin Woman’s Club 
         P. O. Box 5793, Somerset, NJ 08875  
         Email - franklinwomansclub@gmail.com 
         Website - http://franklinwomansclub. com   
 
General Federation of Women's Clubs website - http://www.gfwc.org 
To obtain a Member ID contact the webmaster at webmaster@njsfwc.org.  In your e-mail 
include our club name (Franklin Woman’s Club), district (College), and preferred 
username.  You will receive an email with a temporary password.  This individual member login 
gives you access to a lot of additional information not available to the general public.  
 
New Jersey State Federation Women’s Club website- http://www.njsfwc.org 


