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FWC President’s Report - Mary Lou Bak, marylb656@cs.com, 848-391-5957 
 
It was a delight to see everyone at the Annual Dinner and meet our Scholarship winners and their guests! Thank 
you to Cheray Wright and her Education and Libraries Committee for all their work in evaluating the applications and 
arranging to have them join us. The GCI delegates for our Club attended the GCI Orientation and heard all the 
necessary information to make the most of their experience. Cheray, Stephanie Carr, who will be a House Mother, 
and I met the girls and parents. We’re sure they will enjoy the opportunity to learn about different careers, dorm 
living, service projects, and recreational activities. Thanks also to Karen Bauer and Mary Ann Renzulli for checking 
our members in. 
 
Congratulations to our two members who have been chosen for 2 new categories of Member of the Year: Cheray 
Wright (Member of the Year—Junior Experience Category) and Nancy Gale (Member of the Year—Senior 
Experience Category)! These ladies have embraced so many responsibilities and given us models of service to our 
Club and the community. Thank you to Lisa Andreini and her Committee for giving of their time in the selection 
process. 
 
We have so many talented members as the number of awards for entries at Achievement Day and Convention 
confirm. Congratulations to Massa Davis (sewing), Alice Beals (embroidery), Phyllis Beals (plant cultivation, flowers 
under glass, knitting) and Nancy Gale (photography) on their awards! Report Writing in the following areas 
received Award Certificates: Women’s History, (Best in District and Third Place Statewide), Legislation 
and Resolutions (Best in District and First Place Statewide), and Health and Wellness (Best in District and 
First Place Statewide). All Report Writing awards are in the 21-40 Member Category. Also, in Health and 
Wellness, our Club Initiative in making Franklin a Stigma Free Community was chosen as the Most Creative Project 
and will go on to the GFWC for judging among projects from all over the country and world member clubs. 
Congratulations to Nancy Hargett and Phyliss Beals for their contributions to the reports! 
 
As we write our last articles for the final newsletter this club year, I wish to thank Nancy Gale on behalf of all Club 
Members for her many hours in preparing and fashioning an exceptional newsletter—keeping all of us informed on 
Club and outside news and events. While she is stepping down from editing the newsletter, she will be assuming 
the position of Co-First Vice President, and, along with Lisa Andreini, also Co-First Vice President, will be planning 
the programs for our upcoming year.  
 
Thank you to the members of the Executive Board who will be retiring from their positions:  Amy Manifase, (First 
Vice President-Programs), Carolyn Solimine (Corresponding Secretary), Pat Kaufhold (Assistant Treasurer), Nancy 

FWC Calendar  
June 5-8 - GCI, Douglas College Campus, RU 
June 6 - Book Club @7 PM, Somerset Diner 
June 22 - College District Council, Registration @5:30 PM, Meeting @6 PM, Federation 
Headquarters 
August 27 - Club Summer Social--Time and Location to be Announced 



Hargett (Advisor, Programs-Survey Sub-Committee Chair, Club Centennial History Archivist), and Joanne Murset 
(Advisor). Their time, interest, and valuable contributions toward Club projects and members’ enrichment have 
made a lasting impact. We will miss Joanne as she begins life in her new home in Pennsylvania and wish her all 
good things! 
 
Please consider serving on a committee or as Chair or Co-Chair in areas of interest to you. Your ideas can add to 
the enjoyment and experience of members in Arts and Culture, Civic Engagement and Outreach, Communications, 
Fundraising, the Newsletter, and more. I’m always available to discuss how members can help and can answer any 
questions you may have. Suggestions for projects and topics in all department/committee areas are available from 
members and the Federation and our International organization, the GFWC. You can email me at 
marylb656@cs.com or call me at 848-391-5957. 
 
I wish to congratulate all the incoming Officers and Advisors who 
together with me, will be guiding us to  
continue the traditions and projects of our Club. Thank you to Karen 
Hagerman for her lovely Installation Ceremony!  
 
The full slate is: 
President, Mary Lou Bak 
Co-First Vice Presidents (Programs), Lisa Andreini and Nancy Gale 
Second Vice President (Membership), Sarah Melvin 
Co-Recording Secretaries, Maria Hudak and Latanya Knibbs 
Corresponding Secretary, Stephanie Carr 
Advisor (2023-2026), Pat Kaufhold 
 
Lastly, but certainly not least, I wish to thank Geri Krassowski for her many skills, dedicated effort, and friendship to 
me while serving as Co-President, and in her many other positions in service to the Club and community. Although 
we will miss Geri since she is moving to Delaware, I know the club she will be joining in Odessa, Delaware will 
benefit greatly from her experience in and enthusiasm for club work. Best Wishes, Geri, as you start this new 
chapter! 
 
The College District June Council will be on June 22nd with registration at 5:30 PM and meeting at 6 PM. Along with 
hearing from other clubs in the district and their projects, there will be light supper refreshments. The meeting is 
open to all members.  
 
Save the date-- Sunday, August 27th –for the Summer Social at Inman Park.  Details on time will be emailed to all 
Club members.  
 
Until then, have a safe and enjoyable summer! 
 
The below numbers for April and May Service are listed below. Thank you for donating your considerable talents 
and time in service to each other, our Club, and the greater community! 
 
Arts and Culture (Newsletter research, Achievement Day Preparation/Attendance) 30 hours  
Advocates for Children (Franklin Youth Center Anniversary) 5 hours  
Communications (FWC Website and Facebook Page update) 5 hours  
Domestic Violence (Safe and Sound training) 4 hours 
Education and Libraries (Book Club, GCI Orientation, Scholarship Winners Selection) 44 hours 
Environment (Ringwood State Park) 18 hours 
Health and Wellness (Stigma free Conference Planning/Attendance, Art Therapy supplies) 32 hours 
Fundraising (Tricky Tray continued time accumulated) 2400 hours 
Membership (Officer Installation) 8 hours 
Newsletter (Research and Preparation) 12 hours 
Hospitality (Meeting planning) 6 hours 
Leadership (Meeting planning, Outing/Summer Social research and planning) 15 hours 
 
Total Hours for this reporting cycle: 2579 
Total Hours for 2023:    3687 
 
 
 



 Thoughts on the NJSFWC Convention – by Phyllis Beals 
 
Attending the NJ State Federation of Women’s Clubs convention in Atlantic City in May was an uplifting experience, 
and I was really glad I signed on to be a delegate from our club.  If you might want to be a delegate another year, do 
think about it. 

A highlight of convention for me was the Women of Achievement Awards banquet, where Shanel Y Robinson 
received her award (her bio was in a previous newsletter).   As great as that was, to hear and listen to the other 

women who were recognized was equally amazing.   A leader in 
addressing racial disparities in maternal mortality rates here in NJ 
(black women die at a much higher rate than white women) Dr. 
Pamela Brug is a heroine for me. Another awardee, Leslie Morris, is 
a social workers/public health advocate who has worked in teen 
health and currently has a multi-faceted mentoring/leadership 
program, Women of the Dream, in quite a few of the Camden 
schools on behalf of teen girls.  Another award winner is fighting 
homelessness in New Jersey, Director of Bergen County Housing, 
Health & Human Services Center, Julia Orlando.  The former dean of 
Douglass Residential College/RU, Jacqueline Litt, PhD was also an 
award winner for her eleven years of leadership.   

Shanel Robinson, far right, was honored as a Woman of Achievement. 

Through patron donations recognizing the awardees, $2,875 was raised for a non-traditional RU/Douglass 
Residential College student!  Our club made contributions to that award! 

The Club Presidents’ dinner, another nice event where all the club presidents proceed in and are recognized, had 
another great speaker, this one an author, a former police officer who will have her book released soon “Battered 
Blue.” 

The Hard Rock Hotel and Casino was right on the beach, and the exhibits of all the rock stars, their costumes, and 
the music scene felt very modern and fun. 

Through attending convention two years in a row, I have become friends with Janet and Pat from Bridgewater 
Women’s Club, and Joyce from North Brunswick Women’s Club. 

Seeing the exhibits in Arts Creative, Environment (plants/themed) and the talent show by Arts Performing were all 
enjoyable as well.  The business meetings were not too long, and hearing of the accomplishments of our state’s 
clubs, as well as the President of GFWC (quite the entertaining speaker) was also inspiring. 

I slipped out to enjoy the ocean surf and do a little birding, and others walked on the boardwalk in the mornings.  I 
highly recommend attending NJSFWC next year! 

 
 
Programs – Lisa Andreini, Co-1st VP, lisa-andreini@comcast.net, 732-692-3309, and Nancy Gale, Co-1st VP, 
nanclg@aol.com, 848-702-9714 
 
Lisa and Nancy look forward to bringing entertaining and informational programs to the club in 2023-2024.  If you 
have any specific suggestions for programs, please feel free to reach out to one or both of us.  Thank you! 
 
  
 
Membership – Sarah Melvin, 2nd VP, sarahmelvin@gmail.com, 609-510-5994 (cell) 
 

 Membership Dues 
Thank you to everyone who has renewed their membership for the coming year. So far, we have 38 active and 
lifetime members that have signed up and two booster members.  If you are planning to renew your membership for 
the 2023-2024 club year and have not already paid dues, it is not too late!  Please mail your check to me at 
 
Sarah Melvin, PO Box 57, Kingston, 08528 



 
I can also collect the check directly from you if you're not comfortable mailing it. 
 
The cost remains at $38 for the general membership and $28 for life members with 25 or more years of service. 
Checks should be made payable to 'Franklin Woman's Club' 
 
If any of your information has changed over the year, please let Sarah know so we can get everything right in the 
yearbook. 
 
Being a booster member is a great way for family and friends to support our club.  Booster membership is $10 and 
checks can be mailed to the above address. If you have any questions about this, please message Sarah for more 
information. 
 

 New Members 
We were delighted to welcome two new members to our ranks at the April meeting. Please extend your warmest 
FWC wishes to Ramona Williams and Jeri Barrows, whose contact details to add to your yearbooks can be found 
below. We are so happy to have you both. 
 
Jeri Barrows 
3 Adams Street 
Somerset 08873 
Cell: 516 410 5033 
jbnjb551@aol.com 
 
 
Although there are no formal club meetings in June-August, there can be club events and info emails, so renew your 
membership and stay informed of all our club’s activities. The summer is also a good time to talk about the club to 
any interested woman, so they can look over our website and plan on coming to our next meeting/social event. 
 

 Summer Social 
Please save the date of Sunday, August 27th for our Summer Social, outdoors at Inman Park.  This is 
one of the highlights of our club calendar and will again involve food, games, and good company. Watch 
for further details! 
 
 
 
Arts and Culture – Bonnie Martin, Co-Chair, queenbonne@yahoo.com  732-476-8863, and Karen Hagerman, 
Co-Chair, knhagerman@yahoo.com, 908-210-4443 
 
June Festivals: 

 46th Annual Hungarian Festival – Saturday, June 3: 
11-6 PM, Somerset St, New Brunswick, from Bethany to Division Sts. 
http://www.hungarianfestival.org/ 
 

 St. Sharbel Church Lebanese Festival - June 9-11: 
526 Easton Ave. Lebanese food, pastries, music and dancers. Times at https://saintsharbelnj.org/ 
 
 
 
Domestic Violence Prevention – Ellen Junas, Chair, ellen.junas.att@icloud.com 

I completed 60 hours of training for Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Prevention for Somerset County Safe and 
Sound and received my certificate.  I now need to decide which program I want to join, such as Crisis Helpline, Safe 
House Support, or Legal Advocate, among others. 
 
Safe and Sound is looking for more Volunteers: 
For their intensive In-person Summer Training Program. This program consists of (2) mandatory in-person sessions 
and online courses. 
Dates of In-Person Training: 
*Saturday July 29, 2023 - Time:  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
*Saturday August 5, 2023 - Time:  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  



Link to register: https://safesound.volunteermatters.org//.project-catalog/27  Deadline to enroll is June 11, 2023.   
 
More information is available at https://safe-sound.org/get-involved/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/ 
Any questions please feel free to contact Drew Michael Brennan, manager of Volunteer Services 
at: dbrennan@safe-sound.org 
 
 
Education & Libraries – Cheray Wright, Chair, cright_1993@comcast.net, 732-208-9576 (cell) 
 
A big thank you to the Franklin Woman’s Club for awarding me as Member of the Year, Junior Level Experience. I 
was very much surprised and so grateful to all the members in the club and to those on the E&L Committee. Our 
committee did have a very successful year. We collected over 2000 books during our book drive that were donated 
to our local Franklin Township Schools. We received additional funds to provide two additional scholarships this 
year. We also have a chance of sponsoring all four girls for GCI this year. So thank you, thank you, thank you. 
Everyone – have a safe and wonderful summer. 
  

 Girls Career Institute (GCI) 
Congratulations to our three GCI Delegates Leilani Mettle, Tennah Nallo, Sabria Drew and our alternate, Nora 
Shitemi.  All four young ladies attend Franklin High School and are really excited to participate in this great program 
coming up in June.  Stephanie Carr, MaryLou Bak, and I attended the GCI orientation on May 10thand had the 
opportunity to meet our GCI attendees and to learn more and what is expected at this year’s GCI.  Our club was 
able to donate Feminine Hygiene Products  for "The Flow Initiative"  - which is one of the service projects that the 
girls will be working on. GCI is still accepting donations for different items, and some may purchased on the GCI 
Amazon Wishlist. They are also looking for daily volunteers.  Please feel free to contact the GCI Director MaryKay 
Tokar at tokar@njsfwc.org or 201-320-8403 . 
  

 Scholarship 
I want to thank Missy Holzer, Jennifer Welch, Wendy Wright, Latonya Knibbs, and Erica Moye-Luperon for all of 
their hard work on the Franklin Woman’s Club Senior Scholarship project for 2023. This year we received and 
reviewed thirty-three applications, the most since I have held this position as Chair for this wonderful committee and 
Club. This is one of FWC’s major contributions that is so well 
received and helps to make a difference in the Franklin Township 
Community. Upon final review, our 2023 Six Scholarship recipients 
are: Samantha Gordon (Franklin High School -FHS), Amanda 
Guitierez  (FHS), Aastha Patel (FHS), Marilyn Vargas- 
Rodriguez (FHS), Rebecca Russo (FHS), and Taylor Repollet 
(Rutgers Prep School).  
 
Five of the six young ladies were able to introduce themselves and 
share their future aspirations at our club’s annual dinner on May 9th. 
All the members were pleased with our selections. Congratulations to 
all our scholarship recipients - they all have bright futures ahead of 
them. I will also present the awards to the FHS recipients on Senior 
Awards night on June 8th.         Cheray (center) and scholarship winners 
 

Environment – Nancy Gale, Chair, NancLG@aol.com, 848-702-9714 (cell) 
 

 Spring Outing to NJ Botanical Garden  

Left - FWC members enjoyed a visit to the NJ Botanical Garden at Skylands, in 
Ringwood State Park on May 6.  The lilacs were in bloom, as were the dogwoods 
and azaleas.  We took advantage of the beautiful day with a picnic lunch at 
Ringwood Manor. (L-R Karen Hagerman, Susan Carroll, Sharon Seiwert, Nancy 
Gale.  Photographed by Stephanie Carr.) 



 Sneaker Collection 

Right - We sent 2 more bags of sneakers to GotSneakers, to be 
recycled or reused.  Thank you for keeping additional waste out of the 
environment!  (And raising money for our club!) 

 Free Tomato Tasting!  

Rutgers Snyder Research & Extension Farm is holding an Open House on 
Wed, Aug 30. Over 50 tomato varieties will be available to taste. Take a 
wagon tour of the farm to learn about the research and Extension programs being conducted. Rutgers faculty, staff 
and Master Gardener volunteers will be available to answer your gardening and research questions.  Location - 140 
Locust Grove Rd, Pittstown, NJ 
Cost: Free!  By reservation only, please clink below to reserve a time slot: 
Open House Registration  
 
 

Health and Wellness – Phyllis Beals, Chair, awpbeals@comcast.net, 732-331-3416 (cell) 

At the NJSFWC state convention, Franklin Woman’s Club was awarded “most creative” project for our 988 flyers 
and our pledge to be a “Stigma-Free” club where members may feel safe talking about stress, mental health issues 
that affect them or their family members and may ask for direction to resources if needed.  The exciting thing about 
this award is that it brought the state-wide and even national “STIGMA-FREE” campaign to reduce stigma about 
mental health and substance recovery issues to the state level of our federation, and with the win for most creative 
award it will at least be in the eyes of the review committee at the GFWC level. 

With the funds budgeted for mental health prevention we will donate $75 to the Mental Health Assn of New Jersey, a 
wonderful and comprehensive non-profit that does advocacy, creative prevention projects, and helps fund programs 
such as Mental Health first aid training in high schools. 

Please consider being a part of the Health and Wellness Committee!   The Franklin Township Stigma-Free 
committee is still forming also.   

 Shot at Life - We had a stellar year for Shot at Life donations thanks to your donations at meetings and 
through our designated fundraiser (the Maddalena’s Cheesecake fundraiser).  Over $500 went to Shot at Life from 
our club. 

 Operation Smile - Our club donated thirty smile bags and therapy art supplies this year.  The smile bags 
and art supplies were delivered to NJSFWC convention member Jill McDonald, who will personally deliver them to 
their headquarters.  If you have cotton or cotton-blend fabric to donate for next year’s Operation Smile sewing, 
please let me know.   

 Sharing Network - Our club made an additional donation of $75 to Heidi Hanson’s goal for raising money in 
connection with Sharing Network’s annual run.   Thank you to Heidi for suggesting the Sharing Network (organ 
donation non-profit NJ based) as a program speaker this past club year.  Pat Kaufold recently participated in a 
fundraising walk for the organization and provided this information: “The Sharing Network held their 5K Celebration 
of Life walk on May 20, in the pouring rain, in Ocean Grove.  About 3000 walkers took part and raised a combined 
$1.3 million to support the network in their programs for securing organs for donation and for supporting the families 
of the donors.  The network has another walk in the fall in New Providence in case anyone is interested in 
participating.” 

 

Child Advocacy/Safety 
 

 Our club donated three bike helmets to the Franklin Twp. Community Relations 
Bureau/Police Department for their bike rodeo for kids (a community outreach/prevention program) 
but the bike rodeo had to be rescheduled due to inclement weather.  

 Club member Toni Alston represented the FWC in the Youth Center by being a member of the One Year 
Anniversary of the opening of the Youth Center.  The celebration was held Sat 5/20 and she helped to make a 
wonderful afternoon for the adults who attended from 12-2pm and later for the youth for a youth festival event.  



Several local organizations were recognized for donating to the Youth Center this past year.   Hopefully some 
members of our club may be interested in speaking to teens there about careers, or sewing, or crafts, and maybe 
we can support their dinner nights for the teens in some way. 
 
This area is in need of a Committee Chairperson. Talk to MaryLou Bak if interested. 
 
 
Bocce anyone? 
 
Come and learn how to play this fun and easy game with club members at Colonial Park.   We will start on 
Wednesday June 14 @9:30 a.m.   and Saturday June 17 at 9:30 a.m.   Call Phyllis Beals @ 732-331-3416 and let 
her know if you plan to attend.  If it rains, we will not play!  The bocce courts are at Colonial Park in the area near 
the perennial garden. 

 
Legislation and Political Involvement - Sue Carroll, Chair, scarroll@rutgers.edu, 732-690-0916 (cell) 
 
As we prepare for our summer break from club meetings, there are two items that I would like to call to your 
attention.  First, if you find you have some extra time on your hands and want to improve your advocacy skills and/or 
knowledge of our national organization’s advocacy activities, I highly recommend that you visit 
https://www.gfwc.org/what-we-do/webinars/the-power-of-you-a-gfwc-advocacy-training-series/ where you will find 
links to the six recorded sessions from The Power of You: A GFWC Advocacy Training Series that was offered 
earlier this year.  If six sessions seem like too many, try the first two, which are the ones I found most useful.  These 
sessions are definitely worth a couple of hours of your time! 
 
As a second item, if you are registered to vote as a Republican or Democrat, please remember to vote in the 
upcoming June 6 New Jersey Primary Election.  You will be voting to select your party’s general election 
candidates for state senate, state assembly, county commission, mayor, and township council.   You can vote in any 
of three different ways:  by mail (absentee ballot), by in-person early voting, and by in-person voting on Election 
Day.  The relevant dates are: 
 
May 30--Deadline to Apply for Vote by Mail Ballot (which will be sent to you to fill out and either 
mail or return to a secure election box at the Franklin Municipal Building by June 6) 
June 2-4--Early In-person Voting 
June 6--Primary Election Day In-person Voting 
 
You will not receive a mail-in ballot unless you previously applied for Vote by Mail for “all future elections” or you 
specifically request a mail-in ballot for the 2023 primary election. 
 
You must be registered as a Republican or a Democrat in order to vote in the primary.  However, if you are 
registered to vote but not affiliated with either party, you can declare a party affiliation (Democrat or Republican) at 
the polls on June 6.  Simply tell the poll workers which primary you wish to vote in, and they will give you a Political 
Party Declaration Form to complete. Alternatively, you can print the form here--party-affiliation-form.pdf (nj.gov)—
and submit it to the Franklin Township Municipal Clerk’s office or take it to the polling place with you. 
 
 
 
Book Club – Maria Hudak, Chair, mhudak0414@yahoo.com   
 
For April we read “The Book Thief” by Markus Zusak. 
In “The Book Thief”, Death narrates the story of Liesel Meminger a young girl who was sent to live with foster 
parents after her brother died and her mother couldn’t take care of her. Liesel’s new home was in the fictional town 
of Molching, a suburb of Munich, Germany during WWII from 1939 to 1944. This book explores wartime mortality, 
the human paradox and the power of words. 
 
For May we read “The Personal Librarian” by Maria Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray.  
A historical fiction novel about J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian, Belle da Costa Greene, the Black American woman 
who was forced to hide her true identity and pass as white in order to leave a lasting legacy that enriched our nation. 
Each chapter is written as a journal, with dates and places, and in the present tense, taking the reader through the 
story as it happens. 
  



If anyone is interested in forming another Book Club, please contact Maria Hudak. She’ll explain how our 
evening book club is structured and help connect another group. A good size is 8 – 10 members but less than 8 
works well too. 
 
 
 

Fundraising    
 
Shop Rite Gift Cards – Stephanie Carr, stephpto@comcast.net (732 668-5430) 
The Club offers Shop Rite gift cards for personal use or gift-giving. Gift cards in several amounts ($100, $50, $25) 
are available for purchase. You can purchase them with cash or a check payable to “Franklin Woman's Club”. 
The club earns 5% on your purchase, so if you shop there regularly, consider buying the gift cards to use for your 
regular shopping (maybe make it a habit to purchase a gift card or 2 at every meeting for your monthly shopping). 
They also make a great and practical gift for family and friends. Cards will be available at all club meetings and 
events, and you can also contact Stephanie anytime for cards over the summer break. 
 
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends – Ellen Junas, ellen.junas.att@icloud.com 
I will be running the Boscov’s fundraiser, Friends Helping Friends. I have received the passes, and they will be 
available for five dollars.  Currently deciding whether our club members will sell the passes in the store on October 
18, or just have club members purchase and distribute. 
 
 
 
Special State Project – Bonnie Martin, queenbonne@yahoo.com  732-476-8863 (cell) 
 
The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation has requested the following items for children to bring along to their Chemo 
Treatments. The Children can then use these items when they return to camp or school. 
 
Donations will be brought to the June District Council Meeting and arrangements will be made to get supplies to the 
ECF Regional Offices. 
 

 soft insulated lunch bags  
 insulated water bottles   
 sandwich containers  
 snack containers 
 small ice packs 

 
If you can provide any of these items (or money to purchase an item) please let me or Mary Lou know and I will make 
arrangements to have them delivered to Council!!  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
 

Sunshine – Kathy Deily  kdeily142@yahoo.com   
 
If anyone needs Sunshine, e-mail Kathy Deily  to send a card 
 
 
 

Notes from the Treasurer  
 

Carolyn Lance, Treasurer – kcmlance@verizon.net; (732) 491-1318 (text only); (732) 383-9126 (voice calls)  
 
Please remember to use the appropriate form(s) when: 

· Submitting monies to be deposited 
· Requesting reimbursement of club expenses 
· Requesting a check be cut or a bill paid  

(No blank checks will be issued, no exceptions) 



Forms are available at all meetings and can also be found online on the Franklin Woman’s Club website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/treasurer-s-page.  
A copy of the approved budget is also available on the Club’s website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/2018%20-%202019%20Budget.pdf 
 
 
   

       Members’ Corner   
 

 
 

May Birthdays 
     May 11     Ramona Williams 
     May 20     Karen Hagerman 
     May 21     Doreen Sirjue 

      
 

Congratulations to the following! 
 
From Ellen Junas:  Congratulations to my great nephew Grady for graduating 5th grade and winning the 
scholarship! We are so proud of him!  Congratulations to my Godson’s son, Lucas receiving his First 
Communion! We are also so proud of him!  

 
From Cheray Wright - I recently gained membership into Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated – Central Jersey 
Alumnae Chapter. This organization is known worldwide and shares similar values as the Franklin Woman’s Club: 
leadership, sisterhood, and community service. As a member of DST, I told them about the FWC / GCI program and 
the need for donations. They willingly donated 50 boxes of sanitary pads for the girls’ upcoming 
service project. Thanks to Mary Lou, Stephanie, and the GCI girls for helping carry all the boxes into 
headquarters. 

My husband, Steve Wright, just received his Masters of Business Administration (MBA) at 
Rutgers University just last week.  
 

 
Congratulations to club member Jennifer Welch for recently earning a Master’s Degree in American 
History from Pace University! 
 

 
 
 
Left - Kathy Deily receives accommodation from Stephanie Carr and Lisa 
Andreini for all her efforts over the years toward the success of FWC’s 
Tricky Tray fundraiser. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Right - Outgoing Co-President Geri Krassowski is honored at the FWC 
end-of-the-year dinner by Karen Hagerman and Co-President Mary Lou 
Bak 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Cheray Wright (L) and Nancy Gale (R) 
receive Member of the Year awards, Junior and 

Senior Experience Levels, from Lisa 
Andreini at the club dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Member update - We've moved!  Mark and I have sold our Somerset home of 31 years and are now living in 
Lansdale, PA, a suburb of Philadelphia.  We both grew up in Philly, and moved to be closer to family.  We no longer 
have a home phone.  I can be called or texted on my cell phone 908-227-7278, or emailed at jmurset@hotmail.com. 
I have already renewed my club membership, and while I won't be attending monthly meetings, I do plan to drive 
back for special events and to visit with friends.  I am only 1 hour 20 minutes away, so keep me in mind for lunches 
and outings.  In fact, Peddler's Village and Old York Cellars Winery are just a few convenient meeting spots 
between Somerset and my new home.  Here's our new address: 
 
Joanne & Mark Murset 
513 E. Lawn Ave. 
Lansdale, PA 19446 
 
 
  
Members’ Corner is a way to share information about what our club members and what they have been doing to 
keep busy, fun on-line programs you’ve attended or are aware of, and any other items that may be of interest to the 
FWC, such as awards, or family celebrations.  Please email the newsletter editor, Nancy Gale, NancLG@aol.com, 
with anything that you’d like to share.  We’ll include it in our next issue.  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like more information on what’s happening with other Women’s Clubs around the state, check out this link to 
the NJSFWC’s April Almanac - https://njsfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/April2023ALMANAC-Web.pdf 
 
 

Contact Us 
 
        Mail - Franklin Woman’s Club 
         P. O. Box 5793, Somerset, NJ 08875  
         Email - franklinwomansclub@gmail.com 
         Website - http://franklinwomansclub. com   
 
General Federation of Women's Clubs website - http://www.gfwc.org 
To obtain a Member ID contact the webmaster at webmaster@njsfwc.org.  In your e-mail 
include our club name (Franklin Woman’s Club), district (College), and preferred 
username.  You will receive an email with a temporary password.  This individual member login 
gives you access to a lot of additional information not available to the general public.  
 
New Jersey State Federation Women’s Club website- http://www.njsfwc.org 


