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FWC Co-Presidents’ Report - Mary Lou Bak, marylb656@cs.com, Geri Krassowski,  gerik2@gmail.com 
 
A HUGE Thank You to everyone who made the Tricky Tray a very successful fundraiser!! Your efforts to process or 
sell tickets, plan the refreshments, solicit, make or drive baskets, and helping attendees was a real boon to our 
scholarship fund, and guests had many compliments on everything that made the evening enjoyable.  
 
The Cheesecake sale was also a success, and many thanks to Tracy Coney-Muse for organizing the logistics, and 
to everyone who contributed in support of Shot@Life by buying cheesecakes!  
 
The Education Committee is busy making final arrangements for our CGI delegates and reviewing all the 
applications received from scholarship candidates. Thank you to Cheray Wright and the Committee members for all 
of their time and effort to make the selections for both GCI and the scholarships. We’re looking forward to meeting 
the scholarship winners at our annual May Dinner. Please look for information about the dinner to be announced. 
 
In recognition of April as Prevent Child Abuse Month, a Pinwheel Garden was installed at the Township Gazebo 
under the direction of Ellen Junas with assistance from Phyllis Beals, to raise awareness of this important issue. 
 
Entries can still be registered for the Arts/Culture and Environment Divisions for Achievement Day. The deadline for 
Arts/Culture has been extended to April 14th, and the deadline for Environment is April 6th. We’re looking forward to 
showing off the many creative talents of Club members. Entry forms are available on the Club website or on the 
NJSFWC website: https://njsfwc.org/materials/  and click on forms. Your input is greatly appreciated. 
 
Please review the Club Survey that is attached to the newsletter. Read more about the Survey inside this 
newsletter. 
 
The numbers for March Service are listed below. Thank you for donating your considerable talents and time in 
service to each other, our Club, and the greater community! 
 
Arts and Culture (Newsletter research, Achievement Day Preparation) 50 hours 
Special State Project (Emmanuel Cancer Foundation pediatric gowns) 40 hours 
Advocates for Children (Cheesecake sale for Shot@Life) 20 hours 
Newsletter (research and preparation) 12 hours 
Education (Book Club, GCI preparation, Scholarship Candidate Review) 60 hours  

FWC Calendar  
April 4 - Book Club, @7 PM, Somerset Diner 
April 5 - Passover Begins 
April 9 - Easter 
April 11 - General Meeting,FHS Cafeteria, @6:30 PM – Pollinator Gardens 
April 20 - College District Achievement Day, Somerville Elks 
April 25 - Executive Board Meeting, Zoom, 6:30 - 8PM 
 



Club History/History (new Club survey, Women’s History Month Seminars/Events/Newsletter research) 30 hours 
Health and Wellness (Spring events planning and County Stigma Free Conference) 12 hours 
Fundraising (Tricky Tray preparation and event) 275 hours 
Environment (Newsletter information research, continued shoes collection, Philly Flower Show) 37 hours 
Communications (Updates to Website and Facebook page) 5 hours 
Domestic Violence (Pinwheel planning for Prevent Child Abuse Month-April, Safe and Sound Training) 6 hours 
Legislation (GFWC Advocacy Webinar, newsletter research) 9 hours 
Membership (Installation, dues reminders) 4 hours 
Community Improvement (Youth Center Community Engagement Meeting) 4 hours 
Hospitality (Meeting refreshments and planning) 4 hours 
Leadership (Meeting planning, Program research, Nomination Committee, Convention planning) 30 hours 
 
Total Hours for this reporting cycle: 598 
Total Hours for 2023:    1108 
 
Happy Spring, Happy Easter, and a Good Passover! 
Geri and Mary Lou 
 
 
Programs – Amy Manifase, 1st VP, Programs, shantimanifest@gmail.com  
 

 April 11 Program – Pollinator Gardens: 
Lauren Randolph and Ann Marie Savoye, Rutgers Master Gardeners Somerset County and 
Rutgers Environmental Stewards, and Tracy Wasserman, Rutgers Environmental Steward will provide 
an introduction to the new Pollinator Garden at the Franklin Township Gazebo and talk about the 
importance of pollinators and how to attract and sustain more pollinators in our home gardens and yards.  
 

 Club Program Survey - Nancy Hargett Survey/Chair--Programs Sub-Committee 
Please see the survey form attached to the newsletter. You can print it out and review it. Help us plan for future 
programs by sharing your ideas. You can also pick up a copy of the Survey to fill out at the April meeting. We will be 
collecting them at the meeting. A fillable file version of the survey to submit electronically is available at this 
link: https://forms.gle/HPpguhDwh1XpptXDA  Your ideas and recommendations will provide valuable insight into 
how best to inform members and engage them in projects according to their interests. Thank you for taking the time 
to complete the Survey.   
 
 
Membership – Sarah Melvin, 2nd VP, sarahmelvin@gmail.com, 609-510-5994 (cell) 
 

 Membership Dues 
Spring is definitely in the air in Franklin and this means one thing- club membership dues time! Thank you to 
members who have already sent checks in for their 2023-24 dues. If you are enjoying being a member of the 
Franklin Woman's Club and you are planning to renew your membership for the 2023-2024 club year, you are very 
welcome. The cost remains at $38 for the General Membership and $28 for Life Members with 25+ years of service. 
We also welcome Booster members for the bargainous cost of $10 a year. 
 
Although our next club fiscal year doesn't start until July 1, dues are paid in advance so our membership numbers 
can be reported to the New Jersey State Federation of Women's Clubs (NJSFWC), prior to May 1. Twenty-five 
dollars ($25) of each members' due payment is sent to NJSFWC and the remainder goes into our General Fund. 
 
Please renew by April 11th. 
 
We accept personal checks (made payable to Franklin Woman's Club) and you can bring it to our April meeting or 
mail it to: 
Sarah Melvin 
PO Box 57 
Kingston 
NJ 08528 
 
Sarah will email/ text you to let you know that your check has been received. If a check is a problem for you, don't 
hesitate to contact us and we will try and come to a solution. Please don't mail cash. If any member is facing 
financial hardship and would like to remain a member of the club, please contact Sarah and we can sort something 



out for next year. This will be treated in the strictest confidence.  Additionally, if any of your information (address, 
email, phone #) has changed in the past year, please let us know, as we will be working on the new yearbook over 
the summer. 
 

 Guests 
If you have a guest interested in attending our April meeting, please let Sarah know ahead of time. Spring is a great 
time to join the club and the April meeting is a nice taster for the 2023-24 club year. 
 

 Carpool 
Franklin Woman's Club encourages carpooling whenever possible to club meetings and events. Please feel free to 
arrange this amongst yourselves or if you need help, contact Sarah. For members who find it difficult to travel to 
evening meetings, rides are always available, just let Sarah know. 
 
 
Arts and Culture  
 
Sat, April 29 is Rutgers Day - Rutgers Day is a free, annual event open to the public and your chance to get a 
glimpse of exciting things happening at New Jersey’s state university. With free performances, exhibits, hands-on 
activities, and demonstrations, Rutgers Day will engage and inform you about the valuable contributions the 
university makes to the people of New Jersey and beyond.  Programs take place 10am – 4pm on the Busch 
Campus in Piscataway and the College Avenue and Cook/Douglass campuses in New Brunswick.  The New Jersey 
Folk Festival is a Rutgers Day partner and is located on the lawn of the Eagleton Institute on the Douglass Campus. 

See newbrunswick.rutgers.edu for more information and a schedule of events. 
 
 
Domestic Violence Prevention – Ellen Junas, Chair, ellen.junas.att@icloud.com 

 April is Child Abuse Prevention month: 
Franklin Woman’s Club planted Blue and Purple Pinwheels for Prevent Child Abuse Month at the Franklin Township 
Library’s Gazebo on April 1st. 
 
NJ Prevent Child Abuse has invited us to:  
“Building a Big Pinwheel Garden” 
When: April 21, 2023 
Where: Spring Lake, NJ 
Time: 11:00 a.m. 
(We invited NJ Child Prevention of Child Abuse to our Planting of 
Pinwheels.) 
 

 Safe and Sound is looking for more Volunteers: 
For their intensive In-person Summer Training Program. This 
program consists of (2) mandatory in-person sessions and online 
courses. 
Dates of In-Person Training: 
Saturday July 29, 2023 
Time:  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Saturday August 5, 2023 
Time:  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Link to register: https://safesound.volunteermatters.org//.project-catalog/27 
Deadline to enroll June 11, 2023.  Any questions please feel free to contact Drew Michael Brennan manager of 
Volunteer Services at: dbrennan@safe-sound.org 

 
 
Education & Libraries – Cheray Wright, Chair, cright_1993@comcast.net, 732-208-9576 (cell) 
 

 Girls Career Institute (GCI) 
Congratulations to our three GCI Delegates Nora Shitemi, Tennah Nallo, and Sabria Drew. All three young ladies 
attend Franklin High School and are really excited to participate in this great program coming up in June. NJSFWC 
is still in need of GCI volunteers to assist with this year’s program activities and preparations for its upcoming 
75th anniversary. If interested, the application is posted on the NJSFWC website.  



 Scholarship 
Senior Scholarship Applications are in and we received a whopping thirty three applications. Needless to say, the 

Education and & Library Committee members are very busy reviewing all the applications and will 
announce the winners in May’s FWC newsletter. GREAT NEWS – Franklin Woman’s Club has recently 
received additional donations to our scholarship fund! With a vote by the general membership, this will 
enable us to award two additional scholarships which is a total of SIX scholarships for high school senior 
girls who reside in Franklin Township, will be graduating this spring, and have been accepted to a 2- or 4-

year college.  
 

Environment – Nancy Gale, Chair, NancLG@aol.com, 848-702-9714 (cell) 
 
 Save Our Oceans From Plastic Waste: 
 
By 2050 the plastics in our oceans will outweigh the fish. This is the shocking scenario 
predicted in a report by Project MainStream. 
 
Although plastic consumer products and packaging have been tremendous conveniences in 
our modern world, there is a major downside: we can't get rid of all this plastic when we're done using 
it. Because plastics last virtually forever, they keep accumulating in our landfills and our environment - including our 
oceans. 
 
Each year, 8.8 million tons of plastic enter the ocean, and this amount is rapidly increasing. Already the oceans are 
estimated to hold more than 150 million tons of plastic waste. lt litters our beaches, damages sea life, and creates 
huge "garbage patches" in the gyres of the Pacific, Atlantic, and lndian Oceans. When it does break down, it forms 
small "microplastic" particles that are ingested by fish and end up in our seafood. 
 
We all need to help by reducing our dependence on throwaway plastic. Here are some things we can do: 

 Stop buying bottled water. Hydrate responsibly by drinking from cups or reusable bottles. 
 Take your own reusable shopping bags to the store. Say no to plastic straws. Avoid plastic lids and stirrers.  
 Whenever possible, buy soda and juice in glass bottles. 
 Choose cardboard packaging over plastic. 
 Take your own mug or thermos to the coffee shop 
 Be a dedicated recycler 
 Take containers for leftovers when you go out to eat. 

 
 
 Flower and Garden Show 

Six members of the FWC enjoyed a visit to the Philadelphia Flower Show on March 7th.  It is the nation’s largest and 
longest-running horticultural event and featured stunning displays by the world’s premier floral and landscape 
designers.   

     

                   L-R: Sharon Seiwert, Karen Hagerman, 
                              Susan Carroll, Geri Krasowski 
 



 Earth Day at Princeton's Morven Museum and Gardens – Free 

April 22 - This festive day of community action offers something for everyone. 
ALL-DAY EVENTS (11 am to 3 pm): 

 Historic Garden tours presented by the horticulturalists of Morven Museum & Garden 
 Electric lawn equipment demos with Jess Atkins  
 Native seed crafting with the Johnson Park Elementary School Green Team 
 Meet Jenny Ludmer’s Flock of Amazing Composting Chickens  
 Borrow a book to read on the lawn, thanks to Johnson Park Elementary School Green Team 
 Free bike repairs thanks to the PPH Community Service Bike Club 
 Bicycle valet parking thanks to the Princeton Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 Yoga on the lawn provided by Gemma from Gratitude yoga 
 Local food vendors 

 
FREE DIY TRASH CAN UPCYCLING WORKSHOPS 
Sustainable Princeton will help you turn your old trash can into a new composter or rain barrel. 
Registration is required for workshops. The workshop is totally free but only open to those over 18 years old. Click 
here to register. 
 
Walking, biking, or carpooling is highly encouraged!  All events are free and open to the public. 
 

Health and Wellness – Phyllis Beals, Chair, awpbeals@comcast.net, 732-331-3416 (cell) 

Thank you to members who bought cheesecakes and sold to friends or coworkers.  A big shoutout to Nina Blair who 
sold many this year!  Profit of $365 will go to Shot-at-Life!  If you didn’t buy a cheesecake but want to make a 
donation you can bring a check or some bills or coins to put April 11 meeting. 
 
Also thanks to members who sewed Operation Smile bags!  Final count to be determined! 
 
 
Hospitality Committee – Karen Bauer, Chair, karenteach228@aol.com, 908-265-3279 (cell) 
 
Hospitality Committee is looking for a few good treats. If you have not brought a snack to one of our 
meetings, consider bringing one to the April meeting. Send an email to Karen Bauer to let her know, so she can 
plan accordingly. 
 
 
Legislation and Political Involvement - Sue Carroll, Chair, scarroll@rutgers.edu, 732-690-0916 (cell) 
 
For six successive Thursday evenings in January and February, GFWC offered a webinar series, The Power of 
You: A GFWC Advocacy Training Series, offered by the 2022-2024 Legislation and Public Policy Committee.  
The second webinar in the series offered a “deep dive into GFWC's Legislative Action Center (LAC),” describing 
“how to subscribe to the LAC, contact your members of Congress, find and track state and federal legislation, 
discover how your members of Congress vote on legislation GFWC is monitoring, and more.” 
 
Here is a link to the webinar:  Power Up: LAC is for Me - YouTube 
 
Please take the time (about 45 minutes) to watch this.  GFWC describes the Legislative Action Center as a member 
benefit, and indeed it is!  Not only can you help enhance the effectiveness of GFWC’s legislative efforts by emailing 
our Congressional officials (Senator Bob Menendez, Senator Cory Booker, and Congresswoman Bonnie Watson 
Coleman) as a GFWC member in support of GFWC’s priority issues, but also you can also use this site to send your 
own personal messages (not identifying you as a GFWC member) to any federal or state official!  You simply search 
on the site for elected officials in NJ, click on the box next to the official’s name (e.g., Governor Phil Murphy, State 
Assemblyman Joe Davidson), type in your message, and hit the send button.  So easy! 
 
The Legislative Action Center site also contains a wealth of other useful information.  You can search for a list of all 
bills on a topic of interest (e.g., domestic violence) introduced into Congress or the NJ state legislature in the current 
session.  You can find a scorecard on how legislators voted on key legislation supported or opposed by GFWC.  



You can get a list not only of all federal and state elected officials in NJ, but also of all candidates for state and 
congressional offices. You also can register to vote through this site or find information on your polling location. 
 
In short, the GFWC’s Legislative Action Center is a one-stop resource for finding useful policy and political 
information and for communicating personal or GFWC messages to elected officials.  Please check it out at Action 
Center (votervoice.net) and watch the webinar video above for instructions on how to get the most out of the site. 
 
 
 
Book Club – Maria Hudak, Chair, mhudak0414@yahoo.com   
 
For March we read “Behold the Dreamers” by Imbolo Mbue 
 
Jende Jonga, from Cameroon, dreams of creating a better life in the United States for himself and his family. Jende 
comes to the US on a visitor visa and, after 2 long hard years, he is finally able to pay for his wife Neni and son 
Liomi to join him. In the Fall of 2007, Jende is fortunate to get a job as the chauffeur for Clark Edwards, an executive 
at Lehman Brothers. But Jende is under constant stress because his visa expired and unless his request for asylum 
is granted, he’ll be deported. Neni has a student visa and dreams of becoming a pharmacist. She works, goes to 
school and takes care of her family. After having their 2nd child, she is even more determined for her family to stay 
in the U.S. The fall of Lehman Brothers and the 2008 recession impact both the Edwards and Jonga families forcing 
them to make difficult decisions. 
 
 
Community Service - Lisa Andreini, Chair, lisa-andreini@comcast.net (732-692-3309) 
  

 Tour de Franklin, April 30th, Still Needs Volunteers 
The Tour de Franklin Charity Bike Ride is a yearly fundraiser for the Franklin Food Bank. This year’s event is on 
Sunday, April 30, 2023. and they still need volunteers, especially to help with parking at Franklin High School. Early 
shift 6-9AM, Late shift 9AM-12 PM,  Several club members volunteered last year, so check out the open positions 
on Sign up Genius.  Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BA5A92EA2FC1-2023 
 

 Looking Ahead:  Project Graduation used Clothing Drive, May 13th 
Used Clothing Drive to benefit Franklin High School Project Graduation at Franklin Middle School, SGS campus, 8 
AM-1 PM.  Drop off your gently used: clothing, shoes, handbags, stuffed animals, blankets, curtains (place all items 
in plastic bags) 
 
 

Fundraising    
 

 Tricky Tray – Lisa Andreini, lisa-andreini@comcast.net (732-692-3309), Stephanie Carr, 
stephpto@comcast.net, (732-668-5430) Co-Chairs 
 
This year’s TRICKY TRAY was a Success!!!  What’s that saying??  “It Takes a Village”  Well in our case “It Takes a 
Club”.  And the “Franklin Woman’s Club” did a great job! 
Stephanie and I would like to thank everyone for their participation and assistance in making this year’s Tricky Tray 
a success!  Whether you were soliciting, making baskets, storing baskets, delivering them to the school, baking for 
the dessert table, picking up prizes, assisting with the set up at the school, working in the kitchen with the 
refreshment committee, selling tickets, extra bundles, 50/50’s and our new Money Tree raffle, working with the 
runners, prize number calling etc, this could not have happened without everyone’s help. 
  
We did very well this year and I will make you wait for the Official numbers from our Treasurer at the April Meeting. 
  
I would also like a special shout out to go to Karen Hagerman for handling the Ticket Sales, Karen Bauer for 
heading the refreshment committee, Phyllis Beals for the student volunteers, Nancy Gale for the Money Tree, 
and Nancy Gale and Kathy Deily for being Stephanie’s right hand “Women” during the basket making. And last but 
not least, Mary Lou for once again being our “Caller” for the evening – Many thanks to all of you. 
  
Thank you again for all your hard work! 
  



 Raffle for Vera Bradley weekender bag at April Meeting ! 
We got a late donation (after event) from Vera Bradley Outlet, Tinton Falls, so we will raffle it off (get a ticket at no 
cost) to a club member at our April 11th general meeting. Please join us for our last general meeting of the club year 
and get a chance at this lovely bag. 
  
 

 Shop Rite Gift Cards – Stephanie Carr, stephpto@comcast.net (732 668-5430) 
The Club offers Shop Rite gift cards for personal use or gift-giving. Gift cards in several amounts ($100, $50, $25) 
are available for purchase. You can purchase them with cash or a check payable to “Franklin Woman's Club”. 
The club earns 5% on your purchase, so if you shop there regularly, consider buying the gift cards to use for your 
regular shopping (maybe make it a habit to purchase a gift card or 2 at every meeting for your monthly shopping). 
They also make a great and practical gift for family and friends. Cards will be available at all club meetings and 
events, and you can also contact Stephanie anytime. 

 
 
Special State Project – Bonnie Martin, queenbonne@yahoo.com  732-476-8863 (cell) 
 

Sunshine – Kathy Deily     
 
If anyone needs Sunshine, e-mail Kathy Deily at kdeily142@yahoo.com to send a card 
 
 

  Notes from the Treasurer  
 
Carolyn Lance, Treasurer – kcmlance@verizon.net; (732) 491-1318 (text only);  
(732) 383-9126 (voice calls); Pat Kaufhold, Asst. Treasurer – daffodilpat@gmail.com 
 
Please remember to use the appropriate form(s) when: 

· Submitting monies to be deposited 
· Requesting reimbursement of club expenses 
· Requesting a check be cut or a bill paid  

(No blank checks will be issued, no exceptions) 
Forms are available at all meetings and can also be found online on the Franklin Woman’s Club website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/treasurer-s-page.  
A copy of the approved budget is also available on the Club’s website 
at https://www.franklinwomansclub.com/2018%20-%202019%20Budget.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
    

       Members’ Corner   
 

 
 

April Birthdays 
     Erica Moye-Luperon - 4/3 

Mary Ann Savino - 4/5 
Doris Carneglia - 4/12 

          Maria Hudak - 4/14 
Tina Kanterman - 4/19 

 
 



Contact update – (Be sure to update your FWC Yearbook) - Going forward, please use my cell phone (908) 227-
7278 or email jmurset@hotmail.com to reach me, as we will be getting rid of our landline number.  Thanks, Joanne 
Murset 
 
 
Reminder:  Coke Bottle Caps - Help to support our local schools by collecting bottle caps from Coke 
products and the part of Coke packaging containing codes for the Coca-Cola Give program to benefit our 
local schools. Codes are printed on the inside of the caps and inside Coke product packaging. You can 
give the caps and package codes to Heidi Hanson. For information on how this program works visit: 
https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/  
 
 
 
 
Members’ Corner is a way to share information about what our club members and what they have been doing to 
keep busy, fun on-line programs you’ve attended or are aware of, and any other items that may be of interest to the 
FWC, such as awards, or family celebrations.  Please email the newsletter editor, Nancy Gale, NancLG@aol.com, 
with anything that you’d like to share.  We’ll include it in our next issue.  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you’d like more information on what’s happening with other Women’s Clubs around the state, check out this link to 
the NJSFWC’s April Almanac - https://njsfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/April2023ALMANAC-Web.pdf 
 

Contact Us 
 
        Mail - Franklin Woman’s Club 
         P. O. Box 5793, Somerset, NJ 08875  
         Email - franklinwomansclub@gmail.com 
         Website - http://franklinwomansclub. com   
 
General Federation of Women's Clubs website - http://www.gfwc.org 
To obtain a Member ID contact the webmaster at webmaster@njsfwc.org.  In your e-mail 
include our club name (Franklin Woman’s Club), district (College), and preferred 
username.  You will receive an email with a temporary password.  This individual member login 
gives you access to a lot of additional information not available to the general public.  
 
New Jersey State Federation Women’s Club website- http://www.njsfwc.org 


